Dear Priests/Brothers/Sisters & Lay Faithful in the
Diocese:

Official
1. Pentecost: “When the day of Pentecost came,
they were all together in one place. Suddenly
a sound like the blowing of a violent wind
came from heaven and filled the whole house
where they were sitting. They saw what
seemed to be tongues of fire that separated
and came to rest on each of them. All of them
were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to
speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled
them.” [Acts 2,1-4]
1.1.Four things happened on the day of
Pentecost: 1) The Holy Spirit descended
upon the Apostles and the Blessed Virgin
Mary as tongues of fire. 2) The frightened
Apostles were transformed into fiery
preachers and evangelizers and were
given the gift of tongues by a special
anointing of the Holy Spirit. 3) The
listeners experienced a fresh anointing
of the Holy Spirit. and 4) The early
Christians became powerful witnesses
and brave martyrs for their Faith in
Jesus.
1.2.Pentecost is a memorial of the day when
the Holy Spirit descended on the
Apostles and Mother Mary, an event that
took place fifty days after the
Resurrection of Jesus.
The Paschal
mystery--the Passion, the Death, the
Resurrection, and the Ascension of
Jesus---culminates in the sending of the
Holy Spirit by the Father on Jesus'
disciples. The Feast also commemorates
the official inauguration of the Church
by the apostolic preaching of St. Peter,
which resulted in the conversion of
3,000 Jews to the Christian faith as we
read in the Acts of the Apostles.
Pentecost is, thus, the official birthday of
the Church.
1.3.This year Pentecost Sunday is on 5th
June. Pentecost is the birthday of the
Church because from that point on the
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Apostles carried the message of Christ to the
whole world. The authority that Christ gave
his Apostles through the Holy Spirit extends
through the Bishops today. The Holy Spirit
continues to guide the Church. In fact, St.
Augustine said that the Holy Spirit was the
soul of the Church. Just as the soul gives life
to the body, so also the Spirit gives life to the
Church. Pope Francis says, the world needs
the fruits of the Holy Spirit: “love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness, self-control” (Gal 5:22). The gift of
the Holy Spirit has been bestowed upon the
Church and upon each one of us, so that we
may live lives of genuine faith and active
charity, so that we may sow the seeds of
reconciliation and peace. Strengthened by
the Spirit and his many gifts, may we be able
uncompromisingly to battle against sin and
corruption, devoting ourselves with patient
perseverance to the works of justice and
peace.
1.4. Pentecost is the birthday of our Diocese too.
So each year Pentecost Sunday has become a
day of thanksgiving as we remember our
beginnings. Pope St. John Paul II had
appointed me the first Bishop of this Diocese
with this mandate: “On this very day, after
having established the Diocese of Agartala
and made it a suffragan of the Metropolitan
See of Shillong through an Apostolic
Constitution (VENERABILES FRATRES
NOSTRI), when the question of assigning its
first Pastor to it came up, We considered you,
beloved son, suitable to govern it, since you
are endowed with gifts of mind and heart and
with a vast learning in sacred matters.
Therefore, after having heard the opinion of
Our Venerable Brothers, the Cardinals of Holy
Roman Church, and the President of the
Congregation for the Evangelization of
Peoples, We appoint you Bishop of Agartala
by Our supreme authority, bestowing on you
all the rights and privileges and imposing on
you all the duties.” That was 26 years ago!
Today I continue to be grateful and pledge
myself to work for the Diocese. For me
Pentecost is a day to thank God and all
priests, religious, lay faithful and friends for
their support to me. I pray that the Holy
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Spirit who came down on the Apostles at
Pentecost and likewise on me in 1996 will
continue to inspire, empower, ennoble and
guide me in my shepherding ministry.
OFFICIAL
Please pray
for me.

2.

Groups were participatory and some suggestions
were made which were communicated to the
Bishop. Elections were held for the statutory
post of Secretary and Assistant Secretary. Mr.
Rajulal Debbarma and Mrs. Torubala Debbarma
were elected Secretary and Assistant Secretary
respectively, for a period of three years. The once
in a year next ADPC Meeting will take place in
May 2023.

3
Ministerial Appointments

After being proposed by their respective
Provincial 1
Superiors I have appointed:
· Fr. Thomas Pereira, CSC, as Parish Priest
of St. Mary's Parish, Tuikarmaw, with
effect from 5th June 2022.
· Fr. Freddy M., SVD, as Assistant Priest of
Holy Spirit Parish, Ambassa.
· Fr. Valson Colaco, SVD, as Assistant
Priest of St. Alphonsa Parish, Khumulwng.
I have appointed:
· Fr. Antony Balan as Secretary for the
Education Commission with immediate
effect.
· Fr. Praveen Kumar as the Vocation
Promoter for the Diocese with immediate
effect.
· Fr. S. George as Assistant Priest of Our
Lady of Good Health Parish, Karbook, with
effect from 18th June 2022.

5.

5.2.If I get my US Visa then I will be going to USA
for 'mission appeals' to some Parishes which
have been assigned to me. I count on your
prayers and the generosity of the faithful
there to raise some money. I will be out of the
Diocese from June 16th to July 20th. During
my absence Fr. Lancy D'Souza, CSC, Vicar
General, will look after the affairs of the
Diocese. If needed, you may contact him at:
7005371950.

3. Diocesan Synod Closing Event on 11th

June 2022
I have convened the Diocesan Synod on 11th
June 2022. The Synodal Meeting will begin at
9.30am at JUST Hall and conclude with a
formal closing at 3.30pm. A concelebrated
Holy Eucharist will be presided over by the
Bishop at the Cathedral at midday. Fr. Jothi,
SJ, who has been animating our programs for
the last one year will be the Resource Person
for the program. All the Priests in the Diocese,
all the Religious Superiors, Heads of
Institutions, Commissions Secretaries, all
Parish Secretaries, and 2 each Catechists,
Women and Youth are the Members of the
Diocesan Synod. I invite everyone to join in
this great synodal event.
4.

Agartala Diocese Pastoral Council
(ADPC)
After a long gap of three years we finally had
th
the 12 ADPC Meeting on May 3, 2022 at
JUST Hall Agartala. It was a very well attended
Meeting, 95% of Laity and Priests from all
Parishes, Commissions Secretaries, and other
Religious Sisters, Brothers and Priests
attended. The “ADPC Statutes” were explained
by Fr. Lancy D'Souza CSC, and the Input
Session on the “Role of the Laity in the
evangelizing mission of Jesus” was presented
by Fr. Sunny SDB. Talks and Workshop
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Absent from the Diocese
5.1.I have been invited by Cardinal Vincent
Nichols, President of the Santa Marta Group,
for an International Conference on Anti
Human Trafficking at the Pontifical Academy
of Sciences, Casina Pio IV, 00120 Vatican
City State, from 17th to 19th May 2022. I am
fortunate to be in Rome when Pope Francis
will canonize 10 Blesseds including our
Indian Bl. Devasahayam on 15th May at the
Vatican. I will concelebrate in the Mass of the
Canonization celebrated by Pope Francis on
Sunday, 15th May at 10a.m. I will be away
from 12th to 20th May.

6.

World Day of Prayer for Vocations
The 59th World Day of Prayer for Vocations took
place on May 8, the Fourth Sunday of Easter,
also known as Good Shepherd Sunday. In the
1,600-word message titled “Called to Build the
Human Family,” the Holy Father reflected “on
the broader meaning of 'vocation' within the
context of a synodal Church.” He underlined that
the word “vocation” should not be understood as
referring only to priests and religious. He said,
“God's loving gaze always meets us, touches us,
sets us free, and transforms us, making us into
new persons. That is what happens in every
vocation: we are met by the gaze of God, who calls
us... every ecclesial vocation and ministry calls
us to see others and the world through God's
eyes, to serve goodness and to spread love with
our works and words.” The Pope highlighted the
example of José Gregorio Hernández Cisneros, a
medical doctor who died in 1919. “He came to
understand that his calling was the medical
profession, in which he spent himself above all in
service to the poor. He devoted himself
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unreservedly to those who had contracted the worldwide epidemic known as the 'Spanish flu.'” An
exemplary witness of what it means to accept the call of the Lord and embrace it fully, he was
beatified a year ago.”
7. Thank you
7.1.Bro. Peter Veda, SG, for your services to the Education Commission as its Secretary for
almost 5 years. I personally thank you dear Bro. Peter and wish you all the best for your
future ministry at Tura.
7.2.Fr. Irudaya Jothi, SJ, though worked in our Diocese for just about one year, has been a great
help to us. I thank you dear Fr. Jothi for your time and talent in introducing the Diocese to
journey in the Synodal way. I wish you the very best in your future ministry in WB.
8. Let me close by citing the Pope's Intention for May: “For faith-filled young people. We
pray for all young people, called to live life to the fullest; may they see in Mary's life the way to listen,
the depth of discernment, the courage that faith generates, and the dedication to service.”
Yours in the Good Shepherd,

Most Rev. Lumen Monteiro, CSC
Bishop of Agartala
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