Dear Priests/Brothers/Sisters & Lay Faithful in the
Diocese:

difficult times like during the pandemic, we come
closer to God and may be more willing to reach out
to those in need

th

This year the Season of Adventbegins on 29
November. In the Catholic tradition Advent is
the beginning of the new Liturgical Year. It is a
time of waiting and preparing, both for the
celebration of Jesus' birth at
Christmas and for his second
coming at the end of the world.
As Christmas approaches we
recall the words of the Prophet
Isaiah: “The people who walked in
darkness have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep
darkness- on them light has
shone.” (Isaiah 9:2) We feel like
people living in a world where
there are so many areas of
darkness, like human rights
violations, social injustice, political
corruption, religious scandals, gender
discrimination, domestic violence, child abuse,
insurgency, ethnic conflict, and now the COVID19 pandemic. Yet, if we realistically sense the
pain that the pandemic has inflicted on us we
will have the courage to understand how it has
transformed the very nature of the Church and
human interconnectedness, and how this can
be seen as a fleeting moment amidst several
opportunities and new avenues.
This year the world is grappling with the grim
reality of COVID-19 and we wonder how we
must respond. One way is to see it is as a call from
God to overcome fear and self-pity and
respond with love and courage. We might be
hesitant at first, but let's look around and see
how the “Corona Warriors” this army of Doctors,
Nurses, ambulance Drivers, Care Givers and so
on have responded in large numbers, often
putting their own lives at risk. Some of them have
even fallen prey to the virus; yet this has not
stopped others from going all out to help. The
upcoming feast of Christmas is an invitation to all
of us to reach out in Love. Of course, as it always
happens, when things are going on well we tend
to forget the Lord and His invitation to us. But in

The COVID-19 pandemic has shaken the status quo
in the way people live, play and work. The upcoming
joyful Season of Christmas is darkened by the gloom
of the COVID-19 pandemic.
Governments worldwide have reiterated
that the current arrangements are set to
be in force for a long time, and that all
people will have to brace themselves for
a 'new normal'. Yet, amid the prevailing
hardships there is a glimmer of optimism
that has emerged. We, like Zion
complained, “The Lord has forsaken me;
my Lord has forgotten me.”And the Lord
responded,“Can a woman forget the
baby at her breast and have no
compassion on the child of her womb?
Even if these were to forget, I will not
forget you. See, I have written your name
upon the palms of my hands…” (Isaiah 49:14-16)
Advent is a time of quiet, of reflection, and of
prayerful meditation on the promises of God, not the
least of which is His triumphant return at the end of
time. But it is also a time to reflect on the fidelity of
God, and the blessed assurance that has been given
to those who persevere in the ways of love, an
assurance that is rooted in the tender love of God for
His people. Even as we acknowledge the goodness
and paternal love of God, we plead with Him to hear
our prayer, to touch the lives of those we care about,
and to bring about that healing and peace in the
world that only the True and Living God can make
possible. The supremely hopeful message of Advent
and Christmas is that the God we call out to in prayer
does hear us, He does care for us, and He will save us.
In less than a month we will be celebrating the joyous
feast of Christmas. The Christmas celebration during
this COVID-19 pandemic will reveal the fragility of
human beings and our need to depend on God who
comes to us bringing Joy, Hope and Light. I take this
occasion to wish you all a joy-filled, peace-filled and
hope-filledChristmas Season. I assure you of my
prayers especially at the midnight Mass, as I impart
on you and your families my apostolic blessing.
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1.

New Parishes in the Diocese
It is indeed a joyful occasion for me to inform
you all that as the Diocese of Agartala is on its
way towards its Silver Jubilee, it crosses
another milestone of making five new
Parishes in the near future:
 Our Lady of Good Health Parish Karbook,
will be carved out from Depacherra Parish,
which is administered by Diocesan Priests. Fr.
K. M. Allwin, a fidei donnum Priest, will be
th
installed as the first Parish Priest on 29
November 2020.
 St Joseph Parish Chailengta, will be
carved out from Kathalcherra Parish,
which is administered by the CSC Fathers.
Fr. Thomas Pereira, CSC, will be installed as
its first Parish Priest on 21st February 2021.
 St. Ignatius of Loyola Parish Kailasahar will
be carved out from Kumarghat Parish,
and will be administered by the Jesuit
Fathers.
 St Arnold Parish Ganganagar, will be
carved out from Ambassa Parish, which is
administered by the SVD Fathers.
 A Parish at Pitra,will be carved out from
Bishramganj Parish, which is administered
by the SDB Fathers.
2. Clarification from the Vatican
You are all aware of the controversy that was
caused by the media reporting about the
documentary “Francesco”. The Apostolic
Nuncio sent us the following letter from the
Vatican:
“Over the past days, some of the
statements contained in the
documentary "Francesco” by the
Director Evgeny Afineevsky, have given
rise to different reactions and
interpretations. This being the case, and in
order to facilitate a clear understanding
of his words, the Holy Father has instructed
that the following elements be made
available.”
(The full text from the Vatican is attached to
this letter.)
3. World Day of the Poor: Solidarity and

Closeness to those in Need
The World Day of the Poor this year was
observed on15th November 2020.
Archbishop Fisichella, President of the
Pontifical Council for the Promotion of the
New Evangelization, underscored the Pope's

idea that “a hand held out is a sign” one that
speaks of closeness, solidarity and love. He said
that especially in these times of the corona virus,
Pope Francis pointed out that the outstretched
hands of physicians, administrators, pharmacists,
volunteers and priests among others, have
“defied contagion and fear in order to offer
support and consolation,” because “now is a
good time to recover the conviction that we
need one another, that we have a shared
responsibility for others and the world.”
th

4. Communio India Sunday 29 November
The CCBI Office Bearers meeting decided that this
year the Communio India Sunday falls on 29th
November 2020, the first Sunday of Advent. During
the discussion, they took note that, due to the
difficult economic situation arising from the
COVID-19 emergency, it may not be advisable to
speak much about contributing financially
towards the cause. However we can definitely
use this occasion:
i. To deepen the awareness of the need to build
a culture of Sharing and caring, in solidary with our
less fortunate brothers and sisters in the country;
ii. To encourage our faithful to pray for the
missions, the missionaries and for
missionary vocations;
iii. To motivate our faithful to be lay
missionaries.
5. Let me close with an Advent reflection by
Debbie Dillow titled, “The wonder of waiting”. For
years I have tried to quiet myself and spend time
sitting with our Provident God, waiting for God to
speak to my heart not only during Advent but
during the rest of the year. Nowadays, I light a
candle in the early morning and just sit. Sometimes
with eyes closed and sometimes just watching the
flame dance on the candle. I am waiting. Quietly
waiting for God to speak to my heart.

Isn't this what Advent is all about? Listening to the
quiet in our hearts, waiting for the whisper of God?
Isn't this what we do as we wait for the wonder of
Christmas the birth of Christ? Isn't this what we
have been doing for centuries as we await the
return of Christ at the end of times?
With the chaos of our world and the busyness of
the holiday season, isn't it time to wait in wonder
for Emmanuel, God with us, to speak to our
hearts? This is the wonder of waiting. We never
know when we might feel the nudge or hear the
voice of God speak to us we wonder. Will we take
the time to sit quietly, wait and listen?
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During this season of Advent, I pray that you
will take time away from the busyness and
chaos of our world to sit in wonder waiting to
hear the voice of God speak to your heart.
“Be not afraid.” God is waiting for you in the
silence of your heart.

Most Rev. Lumen Monteiro, CSC
Bishop of Agartala
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